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What is Fair Trade Colleges & Universities?  
Fair Trade Colleges & Universities, part of Fair Trade Campaigns, currently works with over one hundred college and 

university campuses across the U.S. to raise awareness of Fair Trade and increase purchasing of Fair Trade products 

on campus. Increasingly, higher education institutions across the U.S. are seeking to source socially responsible 

products that deliver economic, environmental, and social impacts. Implementing a Fair Trade campaign at your 

account is a great way to not only meet your own corporate sustainability commitments and increase Fair Trade 

sourcing, but also to partner with students to help your campus meet their sustainability goals. 

 

Goals Towards Becoming a Fair Trade College/University 
There are five goals that campuses must achieve to become a designated Fair Trade College/University. These goals 

aim to strengthen collaboration between staff and students, generate positive impact for farmers and workers 

around the world through sourcing of Fair Trade products, educate the campus community about Fair Trade and 

secure a commitment from campus administration to source and promote Fair Trade. Sustainable leadership for 

long-term engagement and ensuring that Fair Trade has a lasting presence on campus are key.   

 

Build Your Team 
The goal: Recruit at least five committee members, including at least one non-student. 

 

One of the first steps you should take when establishing a Fair Trade Campaign on your campus is building a strong 

and diverse team. Consistent student involvement is key to any successful Fair Trade campaign, particularly one 

spearheaded by dining. Students can help generate support among the student body for dining sustainability 

initiatives, increase event turnout and provide volunteer support. Does your office have a student intern position? If 

so, consider dedicating some of their hours to supporting your campus’ Fair Trade campaign. Student groups that 

focus on Fair Trade or other sustainability/social justice issues make natural allies as well. 

• Campus Advocacy for Long Term Impact Guide  

• Campaigner’s Guide: Sustainable Leadership  

• Sustainable Leadership 101 

 

Reach out to Campus Outlets 
The goal: Ensure at least two Fair Trade products are available in all dining-operated venues, plus the bookstore. 

 

By sourcing more Fair Trade products, your campus has an opportunity not only to leverage its purchasing power to 

generate positive impact for farmers and workers around the world, but to also meet your company’s sustainability 

goals. For each Fair Trade product sold, a portion goes to farmers and workers in the form of Community 

Development Funds. Fair Trade Campaigns recognizes Fair Trade products certified by one of four third party verified 

systems (Fair Trade USA, Fairtrade America, IMO Fair for Life and the Fair Trade Federation). It is especially important 

to ensure that the products you're offering on campus have corresponding signage so that the campus community 

knows that the products are Fair Trade, what Fair Trade means and why it's important. Fair Trade USA has story 

cards, cup sleeves, table tents and other promotional materials available to order here. In addition to campus dining 

owned & operated venues, the campus bookstore must also be included in the scope. You should work with your 

campus bookstore manager to identify readily available Fair Trade certified products, as well as products that might 

https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/FINAL_Fair-Trade-Guide-Longterm-Impact.pdf
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Sustainable-Leadership-101_FINAL.pdf
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/2016/02/building-your-team-becoming-a-fair-trade-university/
http://www.fairtradecertified.org/
http://www.fairtradeamerica.org/
http://www.fairforlife.org/pmws/indexDOM.php?client_id=fairforlife&page_id=home
http://www.fairtradefederation.org/
http://promote.fairtradeusa.org/v5fmsnet/OECart/OeFrame.asp?PmSess1=768913&SXREF=0&CurPg=1&Action=OFFDET&OFFSEQ=9


www.FairTradeCampaigns.org 

already be available in the bookstore. A list of commonly found Fair Trade certified products on college campuses, 

including in campus bookstores, can be found below. 

• Fair Trade Product & Labels List 

• Fair Trade Products for Bookstores 

• Navigating Fair Trade Labels 

• Fair Trade Promotional Materials  
 

Enroll Offices and Catering  
The goal: At least 3 examples of offices, meetings and/or events that used Fair Trade products via campus catering.  

 

Offering Fair Trade products at campus offices/departments and institutional meetings and events through catering 

services is a great way to make an impact on the campus community and guest visiting the institution. In addition, 

consider large-scale events on campus where Fair Trade products can be offered. For example, sustainability fairs, 

new student orientation and commencement.   

 

Commit to Fair Trade Education and Events 
The goal: To drive awareness of Fair Trade on campus, at least 4 educational activities must be completed each 

academic year. 

 

Raising awareness about Fair Trade on campus through events and education ensures that the campus community 

understands what Fair Trade means and why it’s important. It’s also a great way to promote dining’s sustainability 

commitments. Aim to host events in high-traffic areas on campus such as dining halls and cafes. Each fall and spring, 

Fair Trade Campaigns offers a program called Fair Trade Finals where campuses can sign up to receive free 

promotional materials and Fair Trade product samples. Sign up for our newsletter to get involved. Student 

partnership and participation are particularly important in driving awareness and attendance.  

• Fair Trade Colleges & Universities Event Guide 

• Fair Trade Finals Program Overview 

• Fair Trade Film & Book List  

• Fair Trade 101 Factsheets 

• Fair Trade Campaigns News  
 

 

Pass a Fair Trade Resolution  
The goal: Pass a resolution in support of Fair Trade through the appropriate decision-making bodies on campus. 

 

The final step towards becoming a Fair Trade College/University is developing and passing a Fair Trade Resolution 

through campus administration. Consider partnering with another body on campus, such as the Student Government 

Association or Sustainability Office to co-sponsor a resolution and bring to administration. Ensure that you have 

strong student support and involvement throughout the resolution process as they are crucial stakeholders in moving 

the resolution process forward. Model your resolution off of Fair Trade Campaigns’ Sample Resolution Template. 

 

Questions? Contact Us!  

admin@fairtradecampaigns.org  

https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Fair-Trade-Product-List-4.pdf
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Fair-Trade-Campus-Bookstores-Product-List.pdf
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/2018/06/navigating-fair-trade-product-labels/
https://promote.fairtradecertified.org/
http://bit.ly/FTCampaignsNews
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FTCU-Event-Guide_FINAL-1.pdf
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/events/fair-trade-finals/
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Film-and-Book-List-1.pdf
http://bit.ly/FairTrade101s
http://bit.ly/FTCampaignsNews
https://fairtradecampaigns.org/resource/sample-resolution/
mailto:admin@fairtradecampaigns.org

